
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 30-31 
Genesis 30:25-30 - Jacob Prepares To Leave Laban

Jacob is ready to leave Laban’s house.  His trip to find a wife has now lasted over 14 years in Laban’s service.  Laban, upon 
hearing Jacob’s desire to leave is faced with the reality that Jacob’s presence in his company has led to great blessing for 
Laban.  Remember, a core piece of the Abrahamic blessing is that God would “bless those who bless you, and curse those who 
curse you...and through you (and your descendants), all the families of the earth will be blessed.”  In this case, Laban’s 
house is blessed and enriched because of Jacob’s presence with them.  

Laban is not too eager to let that blessing go.

Genesis 30:31-36 - Laban Tries To Play Jacob

Laban asks Jacob what he wants to receive for his wages and Jacob asks for the “speckled, spotted or black” sheep or goat 
from amongst the flocks.  This would be a good way to distinguish which sheep/goat belonged to which man and also would 
likely seem to favor Laban, as the non-speckled sheeps would have appeared to be more desirable.  Laban agrees.

Yet, on the day this deal was supposed to happen, Laban secretly separates the speckled sheep and goats and give them to his 
sons - who then take these flocks 3 days journey away.  Jacob then decides to stick around for a little while longer.  First 
Laban deceived Jacob with the marriage of his daughters and now with the apparent generosity of his payment to Jacob for his 
services.

Genesis 30:37-43 - A Better Deal For Jacob

After Jacob decides to stick around a bit longer, he devises a plan to gain the wages that were originally promised to him - 
now with an added bonus.  The deal with Laban was that Jacob would be given the speckled and striped animals from the flock 
and Jacob is going to make out well in this deal after all.  Somehow Jacob adds a certain type of branch to the water of the 
sheep which in turn affects the color of the coats when these sheep breed.  The end result was that these animals mated with 
some of the strongest from Laban’s flock and their children became strong and speckled.  Laban’s son’s keep the speckled they 
had taken and Jacob has his payment too - better than the first option.

The chapter ends with a summary of Jacob’s status - “As a result, Jacob became very wealthy, with large flocks of sheep and 
goats, female and male servants, and many camels and donkeys. (Genesis 30:43)

Genesis 31:1-16 - God Visits Jacob And Jacob Prepares To Leave

Tensions are increasing as we begin Genesis 31.  The friendly atmosphere that existed between Jacob and his family and Laban 
and his family has evaporated.  Remember there’s a lot of people involved - Laban seems to have his own crew while Jacob 
alone has 12 sons, a daughter, 2 wives, 2 wife’s servants.  (If you have ever had your in-laws visits, you know how these 
things can go.)
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And it’s at this time that the LORD visits Jacob to give him some divine direction.  God calls him to return home and promises 
to be with Him.  Jacob informs his wives and recounts the hand of the LORD upon their lives during the last few, and trying, 
years.  Apparently in this visit from the LORD, Jacob is reminded of his personal God’s encounter with God years before at 
Bethel.

The wives (Laban’s two daughters) agree that it is time for them to go.  They seem to sympathize with Jacob’s concern about 
Laban’s behavior and feel like their father no longer has their interests in mind. 

Genesis 31:14-16 (NLT) - Rachel and Leah responded, "That's fine with us! We won't inherit any of our father's wealth 
anyway. 15 He has reduced our rights to those of foreign women. And after he sold us, he wasted the money you paid 
him for us. 16 All the wealth God has given you from our father legally belongs to us and our children. So go ahead 
and do whatever God has told you."

And so they prepare to leave.

Genesis 31:17-21 - Jacob Leaves, Rachel Takes Idols

Jacob and his family, and their flocks leave without telling Jacob.  He put his wife and children on camels to help the trip 
move quicker and he is trying to get to the Euphrates river, to hopefully create some distance between him and his father in 
law, who is certainly not going to do well with this news.

A quick details is added to this story which is overall about God calling Jacob to leave is that of v. 19 - “Rachel stole the 
household idols that were her father’s.”  Why did she do this?  Here’s some help from the ESV Study Bible:

ESV Study Bible: The narrator does not explain why Rachel took her father's "gods." Perhaps she believed that this 
would prevent him from using their power to overcome Jacob. Possibly she thought that they would bring her good 
fortune. Maybe she wanted them only for their inherent value, given that they may have been made of costly metal.”

Genesis 31:22-32 - Laban Pursues Jacob

Laban finds out Jacob and his company has left three days after they tiptoed out of their tents.  Laban and his men weren’t 
traveling with children and flocks of sheep and as a result are able to catch up with Jacob, even after they had gotten a 
head start.  When Laban arrives he prepares to confronts Jacob but the night before the LORD appeared to him in a dream and 
said “you better watch yourself Laban…”  This warning will not spare the confrontation, but it will temper Laban’s 
approach.

Laban wonders why Jacob didn’t tell him he was leaving so they could have celebrated and sent him off with joy.  Whether or 
not he is being genuine, it seems to convict Jacob to admit that his reasoning was based out of fear of Laban.  Laban asks 
about why Jacob stole his “gods” - clearly indicating that this was a sore spot for Laban.  Jacob, as we know, knows 
nothing about these missing figures and invites Laban to search his luggage, confident Laban won’t find anything suspicious.
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Genesis 31:33-35 - Rachel Hides The Idols From Her Father

Rachel uses the “its that time of the month” line to keep her father from searching for the idols she took in her tent  Her 
excuse works and Laban, after searching all of Jacob’s things, finds nothing that belongs to him.  This seems to be the “last 
straw” for Jacob and he, at last, stands up for himself.

Genesis 31:36-42 - Jacob Confronts Laban

Do you hear the 20 years of pent up aggression exploding in these verses?  At last Jacob stands up for himself and defends 
his cause and case - and it seems that he is at last emboldened because He has remembered that the LORD is with him.  Perhaps 
Jacob has looked at Laban as his provider, as his sufficiency up to this point, and with much resentment for it.  Now Jacob 
has again put his trust, his family’s future, and his life in the LORD’s hands.

Genesis 31:43-55 - Jacob and Laban Make A Covenant

Laban responds well to Jacob’s confrontation.  He acknowledges that things are the way they are and it is time for him to 
accept them as such.  The covenant is for peace between their families and a charge that Jacob will not hurt Laban’s 
daughters (or add additional wives, perhaps leading to the neglect of his daughters).  They also agree to never pass the 
pillar they set up to do harm to each other.  In other words, there will be no retribution for former offenses. 

Laban leaves, and Jacob and his family make their way towards his father Isaac’s home.  We don’t hear from Laban any more 
after this record.  In the chapters to come, Jacob will get back to living his life in his homeland.  He will be his own man at 
last, but with that will also come facing some of the unresolved issues of his past.  But for now we will pause.

It seems like this chapter is a chapter of transition for Jacob.  He has spent the last two decades of his life serving Laban and living 
away from his home.  And while the years have been good in many ways, they have been trying.  And at this point there is brokenness 
and dysfunction, not just in Jacob’s house, but in his heart.  None of this happened overnight, but the slow trickle of unresolved 
conflict, unforgiven offenses, and unspoken hurts lead anyone to have a bitter, hardened and distant heart.

Laban had been pretty nasty to Jacob.  Withholding Rachel from him after he promised to give her to Jacob, withholding his wages, 
shipping off the sheep, and the emotional rollercoaster we see just in the last three chapters is enough to explain why Jacob is where 
he is.

This is a case where Laban had been manipulating Jacob, taking advantage of him.  Jacob in turn is afraid of Laban.  He’s been duped 
multiple times by Laban and yet Jacob is nervous about approaching his father in law.  Isn’t that interesting.  Even though Laban was 
the one who did wrong, Jacob is the one living in fear.  Jacob feels he has to leave Laban secretly.  Jacob doesn’t ever confront the 
wrong, but bears under the wrong and goes along to get along.

There are times when that’s the right thing to do, but if bitterness and unforgiveness remain in our hearts as a result, then going 
along to get along doesn’t appear to be the correct strategy for dealing with the trouble in our life.

And here is one additional important observation from this section.  We have heard little to none about Jacob’s relationship with God 
during these years.  It isn’t until Genesis 31 that the LORD speaks to Jacob. I wonder, had Jacob been speaking to the LORD during this 
time?  Remember Jacob met the LORD face to face as he made his way to Laban’s house as a young man.  It was there, in Bethel, that 
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the LORD became Jacob’s God and not just the God of Abraham and Isaac.  Jacob began walking with the LORD as his own man, resting 
in that great promise of God “I am with you…” (Genesis 28:13).

Jacob needed to be reminded by God in Genesis 31 of this same promise.  Laban’s manipulation and cruelty had clouded Jacob’s memory.  
Jacob became too concerned about pleasing Laban, keeping Laban happy, getting what he wanted from Laban, that he lost his concern 
about pleasing God.  For all intents and purposes, Laban was Jacob’s god!

Jacob had arrived at the place in his heart and soul where he felt it was Laban who was his provider.  Jacob had arrived at the place 
in his heart and soul where he felt it was Laban who he should fear.  And as a result, he allowed Laban to determine his life and 
destiny and future.  Ugh.  It seems so clear from the text, and yet over a period of 20 years, this is a slow decline.

Jacob is reminded of God’s power and love and God’s promise that ‘I will be with you…” (Genesis 31:3) and suddenly Jacob awoke to 
the realization that he had allowed his father in law to determine his life and choices rather than the LORD!  He lets it all out later 
in the chapter when he cries out during his confrontation of Laban - “Enough Laban!  I will not longer let you take advantage of me, 
rule me or scare me!  I am the LORD’s!”

Genesis 31:42 (NLT) -  “In fact, if the God of my father had not been on my side-- the God of Abraham and the fearsome God of 
Isaac-- you would have sent me away empty-handed. But God has seen your abuse and my hard work. That is why he appeared 
to you last night and rebuked you!"”

How important is it for us to cling to the promises of God?!  You see if we know that God will take care of us and provide for us, and 
guide us and lead us and love us, we will never fall into the temptation that we need to get anything from another person.  Sure 
other people can pour good things into our hearts and lives, but if we have our relationship with God right, we will never be 
dependant on the other people to give us what our heart’s crave.  That was Jacob’s mistake - he looked to his father in law, rather 
than the LORD of all.

It’s not your spouse, your children, your parents, your employer, your pastor or your friend that you need to rely on...it’s your 
Father in heaven, who knows what you need before you ask and promises to “be with you” too.

A final warning about this seemingly simple truth...none of this happens overnight.  We are all shaking our heads now as we agree 
with these points, but we have to constantly and consistently believe and guard the promises of God or else we too will turn our 
lives over to another.  This didn’t happen overnight between Jacob and Laban - it took twenty years.  So be careful, and be vigilant. 
Trust in the LORD with all of your heart, and lean not on your own understanding...or anyone else’s for that matter.
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